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Special Educational Needs Policy.

Work Hard, Think Hard, Have Fun!

Policy for Special Educational Needs.
Introduction.

Definition of Special Educational Needs:-
Children have Special Educational Needs if they have a learning difficulty that calls for additional 
education provision to be made for them.

Children have a learning difficulty if they:

· Have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of children of the same age.

· Have a disability that prevents or hinders them from making use of educational facilities of a kind generally provided for children of the same age in schools within the area of the local education authority.

· Are under compulsory school age and fall within the definitions above or would so do if special educational provision was not made for them.

Children are not regarded as having a learning difficulty solely because the language or form of language of their home is different from the language in which they will be taught.

For children of two or over special educational provision is that which is additional to, or otherwise different from, the general educational provision for children of their age in schools maintained by the Vale of Glamorgan Local Authority, except for Special Schools.

Main Aims and Objectives.
This Special Educational Needs Policy details how St. Illtyd Primary School will do its best to ensure that the necessary provision is made for any pupil who has Additional Learning Needs, and how these needs are made known to all who are likely to teach them. 
St. Illtyd Primary School will use its best endeavours to make sure: -
· That teachers in the school can identify and provide for those pupils who have additional learning needs.

· Pupils with Additional Needs who have a diagnosis of Autistic Spectrum Condition may be placed within a KS2 class where the ratio is up to eight pupils with a full time Teacher and Learning Support Assistants. 
All pupils integrate with their mainstream peers for many lessons and school trips.  Opportunities are readily available in classrooms for pupils as and when appropriate to work alongside their year groups in areas of the curriculum that will help to boost their self esteem. 
Special Educational Needs: Code of Practice.
St. Illtyd Primary School uses the Welsh Assembly Government’s Special Educational Needs Code of Practice for Wales 2002 when carrying out its duties towards all pupils with Additional Learning Needs and ensures that Parents are notified of a decision by the school that Additional Needs provision is being made for their child.

Partnership with Parents.

Partnership with Parents plays a key role in enabling children and young people with Additional Needs to achieve their full potential. St. Illtyd Primary School recognises that Parents hold key information and have knowledge and experience to contribute to the shared view of a child’s needs and the best ways of supporting them.  Parents of children with Additional Needs will be treated as partners and supported to play an active and valued role in their children’s education.
Views of Children.
Children with Additional Needs often have an unique knowledge of their own needs and we will seek their views about what sort of help they would like to help them make the most of their education.  They will be encouraged to participate in all the decision making processes and contribute to the assessment of their needs, the review and transition processes when they move to a new school.

Inclusion.
At St. Illtyd Primary School we endeavour to respond to the diversity of our pupil’s needs.  We aim to increase their participation in all cultural, curricular and community activities.

We view these diversities not as a problem but as a rich resource to support the learning of all.

Our aim is to create and evolve an inclusive:

· Cultures by establishing inclusive values.
· Policies, which organise support for diversity.
· Practices by mobilising our resources.
Our aim is to identify and to minimise the barriers to learning and participation for all our pupils and to raise expectations.

General Responsibilities.
Provision for children with Additional Needs is a matter for St. Illtyd Primary School as a whole.  In addition to the Governing Body, Head teacher, SENCo all other members of Staff have important day to day responsibilities.  All teachers are teachers of children with Additional Needs, teaching these children is a whole school responsibility.

At the heart of the work of every class within the school is a continuous cycle of planning, teaching and assessing which takes account of the wide range of abilities, aptitudes and interests of children.  The majority of children will learn and progress within these arrangements.  Those children whose overall attainments in specific subjects fall significantly outside the expected range may have Additional Needs.

Provision.
St. Illtyd Primary School will assess each child’s current levels of attainment on entry to the school to make sure that they build upon the pattern of learning and experience already established during the child’s pre-school years or previous experiences in another school.  If the child already has an identified Additional Need this information may be transferred through Early Years Action and Early Years Action Plus from the Early Years setting or previous school and the SENCo and the child’s Class Teacher will use this information to provide starting points for the development of an appropriate curriculum.  They will:-
· Identify and focus attention on action to support the child within the class.

· Use the assessment processes to identify any learning difficulties.

· Ensure ongoing observation and assessment provide regular feedback about the child’s achievements and experiences to form the basis for planning the next steps of the child’s learning.

Monitoring Children’s Progress.
St. Illtyd Primary School’s system for observing and assessing the progress of individual children provides information about areas where a child is not progressing satisfactorily.
If a child’s progress is unsatisfactory teachers consult the SENCo to consider what else might be done.  This consultation may lead to the conclusion that the pupil requires help over and above that which is normally available within the particular class or subject.  The key test of the need for action is evidence that current rates of progress are inadequate. We assess rates of progress in a number of different ways.
Some of our Key Indicators for adequate progress are as follows:-

· Closing the attainment gap between the child and their class mates.
· Access to the full curriculum.
· Preventing the attainment gap growing wider.
· Demonstrable improvement in self help, social or personal skills.
· Matching or bettering the child’s previous rate of progress.
· Demonstrable improvements in the child’s behaviour.
St. Illtyd Primary School Action for Special Educational Needs.
School Action.
When a Class Teacher or the SENCo identifies a child with Additional Needs the Class Teacher will provide interventions that are additional to those provided as part of St. Illtyd Primary School’s usual differentiated curriculum this will be called School Action. 
The triggers for intervention through School Action will be concern, underpinned by evidence about a child who despite receiving individualised learning opportunities makes:-
· Little or no progress even when teaching approaches are targeted particularly in a child’s area of weakness. 

· Shows signs of difficulty in developing literacy or mathematical skills which result in poor attainment in some curricular areas.
· Presents with persistent emotional or behavioural difficulties which are not improved by the behaviour management techniques usually employed in St. Illtyd Primary School.
· Has sensory or physical problems and continues to make little or no progress despite the provision of specialist equipment.
· Has communication and /or interaction difficulties and continues to make little or no progress despite the provision of a differentiated curriculum. 

In some cases outside professionals from Health or Social Services may already be involved with the child.  Where these professionals have not already been working with St. Illtyd Primary Staff, the SENCo may contact them if Parents agree.
The SENCo supports and directs further assessments of the child by the Class Teacher and Learning Support Assistant and in planning future support after discussion with all stakeholders following monitoring and evaluation of the actions taken.
The child’s Class Teacher will remain responsible for working with the child on a daily basis and for planning an Individual Educational Plan; the Learning Support Assistant will also have a copy in order to assist in the delivery of these targets.  Parents will always be consulted and kept informed of the actions taken to help the child and of the outcome of this programme of support.

Nature of Intervention.
The SENCo and the child’s Class Teacher will decide on the actions needed to help the child to progress in the light of their earlier assessment. 

The School offers:

1. Different materials and a range of interventions as detailed on our Provision Map.
2. Some group or individual support.
3. Extra adult time to devise the nature of the planned intervention and to monitor its effectiveness.
4. Staff development and training to introduce more effective strategies.
5. Access to other Support Services for advice on strategies or equipment.
Individual Education Plans.
Strategies employed to enable the child to progress are recorded within an Individual Education Plan ( IEP). The IEP includes information about:
· Short term targets for the child.
· Teaching strategies to be used.
· Provision to be put in place.
· When the Plan is to be reviewed.
· Outcomes (To be recorded when IEP is reviewed ).
The IEP will only record that which is additional to or different from the differentiated curriculum and will focus upon 3 targets that match the child’s needs and have been discussed with the child and Parents.
IEP formats have been developed which will be trialled at both KS1 and KS2.

The IEP will be reviewed at least twice a year and Parents views on their child’s progress will be sought.  Where appropriate the child will also take part in the review process and be involved in setting targets.
Individual Behaviour Plans.

Strategies employed to enable the child to improve behaviour may be recorded within an Individual Behaviour Plan ( IBP). The IBP includes information about:
· Short term targets for the child.
· Teaching strategies to be used.
· Provision to be put in place.
· When the Plan is to be reviewed.
· Outcomes (To be recorded when IBP is reviewed).

The IBP will only record targets which are additional to or different from the behaviour that is expected for children.  It will focus on up to three targets that match the child’s needs and have been discussed with the child and Parents.
IBP formats have been developed which will be trialled at both KS1 and KS2.

The IBP will be reviewed at least once a term and Parents views on their child’s progress will be sought.  The child will also take part in the review process and be involved in setting targets.
          SEN Panel.
          The SEN Panel includes school representatives and is the Authority’s decision making body for the
           broad range of issues concerning early identification, assessment and provision for pupils with 

           ALN including SEN both at SA+ and for those with a statement of SEN where additional resources

           are required. The decision of the panel is common to the school within two weeks of the document 

           being presented to the Local Authority. 
School Action Plus.
At SA+  a referral will be made to the SEN Panel for  external support services who will usually be requested to see the child so that:-

1. They can advise the teachers on new IEP’s with fresh targets and accompanying strategies.

2. Provide more specialist assessments to inform planning and the measurement of a pupil’s progress.

3. Give advice on the use of new or specialist strategies or materials.

4. In some cases to provide support for particular activities.

The triggers for School Action Plus will be that despite receiving individualised support under School Action the child:-

· Continues to make little or no progress in specific areas over a long period.
· Continues working at National Curriculum levels substantially below that expected of children of a similar age.
· Continues to have difficulty in developing Literacy and Mathematical skills.
· Has emotional or behavioural difficulties which substantially and regularly interfere with the child’s own learning or that of the class, despite having an individualised behaviour management programme.
· Has sensory or physical needs and requires additional specialist equipment or regular advice or visits by a specialist service.
· Has ongoing communication or difficulties with interaction that impede the development of social relationships and cause substantial barriers to learning.
When St. Illtyd Primary School seeks the help of external support services will need to see the child’s records in order to establish which strategies have already been employed and which targets have been set and achieved.  

The external specialists act in an advisory capacity, provide additional specialist assessments or will be involved in teaching the child directly.  The resulting IEP for the child will set out fresh strategies for supporting the child’s progress.  These will be implemented at least in part in the normal classroom setting.
The delivery of the interventions recorded in the IEP continues to be the responsibility of the Class Teacher.

Services available to St. Illtyd Primary School may include:-
· Pupil Support Services.
· Education Psychologist.
· Additional Needs Specialist Teachers.
· Emotional and Behavioural Difficulties.
· Hearing and Visual Impairment.
· Outreach Service Autistic Spectrum Disorder.
· English Additional Language Support Teacher. (EMAS)
· Speech and Language Therapist. (SALT)
· Primary / Secondary Transition Teacher.
· Education Welfare Officer.
· Community Health.
· School Nurse.
· School Medical Officer.
· Family Centre.
· Occupational Therapist.
· Child Adolescent Mental Health Service. (CAMHS)
Education.
The Pupil Support Service includes the Educational Psychology Service offers a consultation service to the school. Both SENCo and Class Teacher liaise with the Educational Psychologist; recommendations are made to include in the IEP. Parents are invited to attend to discuss progress within six weeks of the initial meeting.  The Educational Psychologist carries out standardised tests as and when considered necessary.
Specialist Teachers for Emotional and Behaviour Problems, Auditory and Visual, Specific Learning Difficulties and Speech are available from the local authority for assessments and teaching sessions for individual children when requested by the School.

Health.
The School Nurse is based at Llantwit Major Clinic and is responsible for Vision Testing is also available for Staff Training..
The School Medical Officer is based at Colcot Clinic Barry and has regular meetings with the SENCo to discuss individual pupils.  Any concerns that arise outside of these meetings are relayed to the School Medical Officer’s Secretary when available.  Direct contact is made with Parents once concerns are raised by the SENCo and the School Medical Officer may refer the pupil for further investigation.

The Occupational Therapist, the service is based at Llandough Hospital Children’s Centre.  An Occupational Therapist sometimes works on site or monitors and reviews identified pupils.  If pupils are being seen for blocks of therapy in the Community the school receives assessment feedback and a programme for implementation with the child to be undertaken in school.

Speech and Language Therapist, if any pupil is receiving Speech and Language Therapy at a clinic or at Llandough Hospital the School is provided with the assessment results and targets alongside a programme of resources which will be undertaken in school.  This may include references to activities using “Chatterbox.”

Progress is monitored and a reassessment takes place within 6 months to establish if further intervention is required.  If the former is the case Pupil Support Service SALT will become involved and a Speech Therapist will come into school to work with the pupil and liaise with the SENCo, Class Teacher and Learning Support Assistant.  In some cases the Class Teacher may seek advice from the SENCo.  If there is any concern about a child’s speech and language development, a referral form can be requested from the SENCo, who will help the Class Teacher completing it.  This will be forwarded to Llandough Hospital. 
Outreach Team from Ashgrove Special School, may also support us.  Our Tier 2 Provision for children with ASC/ASC means there is regular and frequent liaison between our Resource Base staff and teachers from Ashgrove Special School.  The teacher in charge of the Resource Base manages much of the Outreach Work for children with ASC within the school, however to ensure equality of provision she attends meetings at Ashgrove and undertakes joint observations with staff from Ashgrove Special School.

Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service, referrals can be made by: -

· Parents through the Family Doctor.
· Social Services.
· School Medical Officer who arranges to meet with the Parents as a result of concerns that have been discussed by the Class Teacher, Parents and SENCo.

In the majority of instances the Parents approach the Class Teacher who will then inform the SENCo.
The SENCo can now arrange to meet with Dr. Anna Goel CAHMS in the Vale Offices to discuss individual pupils who may be of concern. Dates and times are circulated to all schools by Head of Pupil Support Service within the Vale LEA.

Social Services, within St. Illtyd Primary School a minority of children will have involvement from Social Services. The SENCo and the Class Teacher provide updated reports on individual pupils for the Case Conferences and the Class Teacher or Head Teacher will attend Core Group Meetings. The SENCo is the Designated Child Protection Teacher for the School and notifies Social Services if there are any concerns.

Looked After Children, the SENCo is the Designated Teacher for Looked After Children within the School. Personal Education Plans are drawn up for each pupil, the Social Worker begins this process and information is sought from the Class Teacher.  Both SENCo and the named person on the Governing Body receive training from the LEA as and when required to keep abreast of new legislation. The school has systems in place to identify from a pupil’s educational file that the pupil is a Looked After Child there is a green mark and date if a child is no longer Looked After it is marked in amber and dated.
Request for a Statutory Assessment, when St Illtyd school makes  a request for  Statutory Assessment to the SEN Panel the child will have demonstrated significant cause for concern.The Local Authority will need information about the child’s progress over time and will also need documentation in relation to the child’s Additional Needs and any action taken to deal with those needs, including any resources or special arrangements put in place. 
St. Illtyd Primary School will provide this evidence through School Action Plus this information may include:

· Individual Education Plans

· Records of regular reviews and their outcomes the pupil’s health including the child’s medical history where relevant

· National  Curriculum level attainments in Literacy and Mathematics

· Educational and P Levels or B Squared assessments from the teacher, assessments from the Advisory Support Teacher if involved  and the Educational Psychologist

· Views of the Parent and of the child

· Involvement of other professionals such as Health. Social Services or Education Welfare Services

· Statutory Assessment of Additional Needs will include :-
· Details of all the pupil’s Additional Needs

· Identification of the type and name of the school where the provision is to be made

· Relevant non – educational needs of the child

· Information on non – educational provision.
All children with Statements of Additional Needs will have short term targets linked to the P Levels or B Squared set for them that have been established after consultation with the pupil where appropriate. These targets will be set out in an IEP and will be implemented at least in part or as far as possible within the normal classroom setting.  The delivery of the interventions recorded in the IEP will continue to be the responsibility of the Class Teacher.

Annual Review of a Statement of Additional Needs.
All Statements of Special Educational Needs must be reviewed at least annually in exceptional cases where it is decided that the review needs to be held at a later stage written consent must be kept on file by the SENCo and Pupil Support Service will be informed.

Statements of Special Educational Needs are reviewed with the following the SENCo, Head Teacher, Parents, Class Teacher and Learning Support Assistant if the pupil has individual support within a mainstream class and external professionals. An Local Authority Representative if appropriate and a Representative from SNAP at the request of the Parents may also be invited. 

All parties will be asked to consider whether any amendments need to be made to the description of the pupil’s needs or to the additional provision specified in the Statement. The Annual Review will focus on what the child has achieved as well as on any difficulties that need to be resolved.  New targets will be agreed for the forthcoming year as prescribed from the Pupil’s Statement.
 Year 5/6 Annual Reviews at St. Illtyd Primary School.
At the review in Year 5 or at the beginning of Year 6 the aim is to give clear recommendations as to the type of provision the child will require at Key Stage 3.  It will be possible for Parents to visit Secondary Schools and to consider appropriate options within similar timescales as other Parents.
The SENCo of the receiving School and the Primary / Secondary Transition Teacher is invited to attend the final Annual Review in St. Illtyd Primary School of pupils with Statements of Additional Needs to enable the pupil and the Parents to be reassured that an effective and supportive transfer will occur.
The Local Authority SEN Panel will review report summaries when there is a request from a Parent to visit a special school initially and then , if approved all the papers are shared with a Special School and a visit arranged by the Local Authority Pupil Support Service.
Complaints.
The relationship between Parents of pupils with Additional Needs and St. Illtyd Primary School has a crucial bearing on the child’s educational progress.
If a Parent has a complaint the Head Teacher is informed and the matter is discussed with a view to an early resolution. The SENCo would become involved as would the Class Teacher in order to resolve any difficulties that a complainant might have.  Any complaint would be dealt with as quickly and sympathetically as possible. Throughout this period the Governor with responsibility for Additional Needs would be kept fully informed.
The school has a Complaints Policy which will be shared with Parents if the complaint can not be resolved following an initial discussion.

This policy should be considered in conjunction with School Policies for:-

· More Able and Talented

· Ethnic Minority Achievement Support Provision

· Child Protection

· Equal Opportunities

This policy was ratified by the Curriculum Committee on the Governing Body on 
Wednesday 24th March 2010.

It will be reviewed Summer Term 2014.

Signed _______________________________ Chair of Governors

Signed _______________________________ Head Teacher
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